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This Learning Pack accompanies Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ and has 

been designed specifically to be used flexibly within the KS2 curriculum, with opportunities 

for use in KS1 and to be extended into KS3.  

Coventry Atlas website can also be used as a resource for KS4 and KS5 independent 

research projects.  

The pack includes themed teachers notes with suggested activity ideas, resource sheets and 

links to further resources that will help you develop your local studies lessons in geography 

and history further.   

There are a wide selection of ideas to choose from so you can ΨǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳƛȄΩ and adapt your 

own lesson plans/ resources as you wish. 

Curriculum Links:   
 

 

Geography: 

Understanding places. How aspects have changed overtime. Map and fieldwork skills. 

Using a range of maps. Identifying human and physical characteristics. Settlement 

and land-use patterns. Natural resources. Your school and the locality.  Landmarks 

History: 

Local history study. Historical enquiry skills, using a variety of sources. Differing 

historical interpretations. Continuity and change. Similarity, difference and 

significance. Development of place over time. Historical sites. Understanding 

chronology. Differencing between different time periods. Significant local individuals 

Links to other curriculum areas include:   

Literacy: Creating settings. Characters and plot. Discussion. Note-taking. Debate. 

Imaginative writing. Diaries and narratives.  Instructions. Persuasive writing. Non-

fiction writing and biographies, interviews.  Persuasive writing. 

Maths: Data collection. Charts and graphs. Surveying. Scales and ratios.   

Art: Drawing. Sketching and colouring. 

Computing: Using the internet. Search technologies.  

 

https://www.coventryatlas.org/
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Background for the teacher:  
In medieval times Coventry ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 

than York, Bristol and London.  

The air raids during the Second World War had the most devastating and significant impact on the city. Many of the 

old buildings and street patterns of the city centre were swept away. People saw this as an opportunity to put into 

place ideas for building a new city, that had started before the war, but were made easier after the bombing.  

The city centre was designed by Donald E Gibson who was appointed Coventry City Architect in 1938. However, due 

to the bomb damage Gibson had to rework his plans. Gibson's reworked plans were published in 1941 and were 

soon used as propaganda for post-war reconstruction of Britain, they were approved in 1946.  By the end of the 

1950s a new city for the future had been created and new concepts like ΨǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΩ in Broadgate (the 

first in the country and Europe!) and the ΨǊƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘΩ were introduced.   

Through looking at maps, pupils will be able to describe the human and physical features that typify your locality, 

assessing how changes and developments from the past characterise the locality.  

Learning Objectives: Pupils will:  
¶ Interpret a range of maps and plans of different dates 

¶ Understand human and physical features that typify their locality and how this may differ to other places.  

¶ Recognise continuity and change in land use 

¶ Understand which developments have had the most impact in their locality  

¶ Understand which events have had the most impact in their locality 

¶ Understand why and how Coventry developed where it is: economic activity including trade links and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Resources:  
¶ Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ - either live or screen prints of selected maps. To make a 

screen print hƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ Ψ/ǘǊƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊǘ{ŎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of maps.  

¶ To turn the tags off the maps so you can see the maps more clearly: Select chosen ƳŀǇΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘΩ, 
at the top toolbar, deselect Records and Collections and click Search and the tags will disappear.  

¶ Further instructions on accessing the maps can be found here: https://www.coventryatlas.org/map/help 

¶ Powerpoint presentation: Time Detectives https://www.coventryatlas.org/learning 

¶ Activity resource sheets 1, 3 and 4 

¶ Google maps and a selection of other maps such as !ǘƭŀǎΩǎ and recent ordnance survey maps if you have 
them.  

¶ Many more old maps of Coventry and the whole of the UK, especially smaller scale maps can be found here 
on the National Libraries of Scotland website: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-
side/swipe/#zoom=10&lat=52.4991&lon=-1.5579&layers=175&right=BingHyb 

¢ƘŜƳŜ мΥ  LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǇǎ 

https://www.coventryatlas.org/
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Suggested Learning Activities 
1. Where you live?  

¶ Find your school on google maps.  

¶ Explore other well-known local landmarks: places 

of worship, shops, housing and locate where 

people live and their journey to school.  

¶ Now go to Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/  and go to 

ΨŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƳŀǇΩ on the homepage and see if you can find the location of 

your school. You may need to use the landmarks ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

google maps to orientate yourself. 

¶ You can remove tags from the map using the function as 

described above.  

¶ Using Activity 1 Where in the World Resource Sheets, print 

and cut out all or a selection of the ΨǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΩ, 

depending on the ability of your class. 

¶ Working in pairs or small groups put the words in order of 

size from largest to smallest.   

¶ Discuss the answers as a groupΦ 5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ΨǇƭŀŎŜ 

ǿƻǊŘǎΩ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ Ψ/ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ !ǘƭŀǎΩ to explore 

some examples for local street names, villages, town, 

county and country names. 

¶ Older pupils may want to also use ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭ ŀǘƭŀǎΩ 

to look at different political maps, showing boundaries of 

countries and counties for example.  

2. Directions 

¶ Dƻ ǘƻ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ !ǘƭŀǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳŀǇ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƳŀǇΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΦ 

¶ In order for pupils to become familiar with using maps and their local area, create some scenarios with 

the class for travelling between different locations within the city ς see below.  

¶ Younger children may find it easier to have a print out of a map that you could do by creating a screen 

ǎƘƻǘ όIƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǘǊƭΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊǘ{ŎΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŜȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ paste it into a new 

document). 

¶ Older pupils could use an ordnance survey map and use 4 figure or 6 figure grid references for starting 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƘŜŀŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜŀǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  

 

 

 

.  

3. Investigating and Comparing New and Old maps  

¶ Dƻ ǘƻ ΨŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƳŀǇΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ !ǘƭŀǎΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨoverlaysΩ ƛŎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊ to 
take you to the Map Directory.  

¶ Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of 
maps.  

¶ Choose an old map of your locality and cliŎƪ ΨƻǾŜǊƭŀȅΩ 

How can you tell the 

difference between a 

house and a school? 

Consider the 

difference in size, 

shape, position in 

relation to other 

buildings.  

 

For example: On the way home from school you want to stop at the shops and pick up an ice cream 

and then go to the park.  

You need to give your friends the directions to join you. Remember to give direction and distance. 

9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƎƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΩΣ ΨǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜŦǘΩΣ ΨǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩΦ tǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ 

direct each other the correct way to their destination. To develop skills and make it harder, journeys 

can be made longer and more complicated 

https://www.coventryatlas.org/
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¶ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊƭŀȅ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǇ 

below the modern map.  

¶ You can also click the green left-pointing arrow at the top of the tray to make it disappear. By going into 

ΨǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ at the top toolbar and de-selecting records and collections and pressing enter, all the tags will 

disappear so the map can be seen more clearly.  

¶ ¢ƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά/ƭƻǎŜ hǾŜǊƭŀȅέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜ-select the box 

in the map you were viewing. Compare the modern map with an older 

map of your locality. Look what features have disappeared or 

appeared (such as buildings, roads and open spaces) and how the 

city has grown over time.  

¶ Discuss how and why the place may have changed 

overtime. Using Activity 3 Resource Sheet Investigating 

Old Maps to study the maps for your locality in more 

detail.  Choose how large an area you want to focus on.  

¶ You can simplify the questions or just use the main headings for lower key 

stages. Children are not expected to answer all the questions, the idea is 

to get the children thinking about the special features of their locality. By 

adding layers to your maps it will be easier to see the changes overtime.  

 

4. Journey Through Time.  

¶ Get outside in your local area and spot the differences that you have identified on the maps in the 

classroom.   

¶ Using the school as a starting point, work in groups using either tablets or printed copies of an older map 

of your area.  

¶ Identify 3-6 points of interest and plan a route to see how much you can spot that is on your old the 

map.  Walk the pre-planned route while identifying your location on the printed map. Alternatively, you 

could use GPS on a tablet or mobile and identify the different features that you discussed in class.  

¶ Look for features such as water pumps, wash houses that are no longer used. Roads widening, street 

patterns changing.  Old buildings that are missing/ changed use or new buildings that have appeared.   

Similarities and differences can be marked on the map and use either sketchbooks or Activity 4 

Resource Sheet to complete the comparisons.   

5. Settlement Locations  - choose the Historic Towns Atlas Map or the Tickner Map from the overlays section. 

There are also further different kinds of maps on the National Libraries of Scotland website maps  

e.g. a Physical map of 1957 shows the location of the 

ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ !ǊŘŜƴΩ - 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-

side/swipe/#zoom=11&lat=52.4224&lon=-

1.4099&layers=10phys&right=BingHyb 

 

During Anglo-Saxon times there is evidence of a 

settlement being established near to where Coventry is 

today.  

Leofric was an important Anglo-Saxon and in 1026 the 

Danish King Canute appointed him Earl of Mercia and he 

became one of the three most powerful men in the country. 

In around 1035 he married Godiva.  

The population of 

Coventry increased 

from 69 978 in 1901 to 

106 978 in 1911.  

Can you see how this 

impacted the size of 

the settlement on the 

maps?  

 Most evidence of people in and around 

Coventry in Prehistoric and Roman times 

comes from the edges of the city. What are 

the possible reasons for this?  

See the Historic Environment Record for 

more information 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conse

rvation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_hist

oric_environment_record/4 

 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/swipe/#zoom=11&lat=52.4224&lon=-1.4099&layers=10phys&right=BingHyb
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/swipe/#zoom=11&lat=52.4224&lon=-1.4099&layers=10phys&right=BingHyb
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/swipe/#zoom=11&lat=52.4224&lon=-1.4099&layers=10phys&right=BingHyb
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conservation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_historic_environment_record/4
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conservation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_historic_environment_record/4
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conservation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_historic_environment_record/4
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[ŜƻŦǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘƛǾŀ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ tǊƛƻǊȅ ƛƴ млпоΣ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  

Within a few years a thriving market town had grown up around it.  

¶ CƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨtǊƛƻǊȅΩ ƻƴ ¢ƛŎƪƴŜǊΩǎ мфм7 Map of Ancient Coventry 

¶ DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ψyou are the Earl Leofric or Lady Godiva and you need to choose a place in the 

Kingdom of Mercia to settle and building your Priory ς ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚΩ 

¶ Firstly use your pre-existing knowledge to think about what would make a good place for a settlement.  

¶ Discuss the following:   

1. Water (River Sherbourne and Swanswell Pool): Why would you need this? Where might it come 

from? What food might you find in the water? 

2. Protection from attack (The Vikings attacked the nunnery in 1016): Who might attack you? What 

would give you good protection?  

3. Wood for building materials and fuel (The ancient Forest of Arden was nearby): How often would 

you need wood for these things?  

4. Flat and clear land: Why is flat land an advantage to you? What needs clearing before the land could 

be farmed? What animals would be kept and why?  

5. To be a ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜΩΥ The River Sherbourne rises from underground, making it a sacred river to 

ancient people (Celts and Saxons who were Pagan).  Often Christian sites were located on earlier 

sacred places. A nunnery had been founded in 670 by St Osberga.  

¶ Use the earliest maps (i.e. The 1750 Bradford Map in the Pre-Victorian Maps section, or Coventry Historic 

Towns Atlas, Tickner Map or further maps on the National Libraries of Scotland website: 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/swipe/#zoom=10&lat=52.4991&lon=-

1.5579&layers=175&right=BingHyb) to identify possible sites for settlement around the city and discuss what 

the natural advantages would be for settling there.  

¶ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ tǊƛƻǊȅΣ now part of the city centre with the site for the 

Lunt Roman Fort in Baginton.  

¶ Discuss 3 positive and 3 negative points for each location. 

More teaching resources can be found here:  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/map-skills/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv 

  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/map-skills/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv
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Cut the words out and put them in order of size  

Street 

 

Country 

Region Parish  

Village County 

Town/City District  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

¢ƘŜƳŜ м Activity 1 

Where in the World? 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

In 1451 Coventry and the surrounding hamlets were 

made a County by Henry VI! This changed in Victorian 

times when it became just a city in the County of 

Warwickshire again.  

In 1974, Coventry became part of the West Midlands 

county. 
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Put the words in order starting with the smallest  

  

Place word 

 

Local example 
Smallest 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

Largest 

 

Theme 1 Activity 1 

Where in the World? 
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MAP:  

What was this place like? 
¶ Find the edge of the settlement ς does it have 

defences? 

¶ How is it connected to other places? 

¶ Where are the main routeways into the 
settlement? Are they protected by gates? 

¶ Locate centrel places such as markets  

¶ Look for names of streets ς are they associated 
with particular trades or industries?  
i.e. Mill Lane, Drapers Hall 

¶ Where do people live?  

¶ What are the houses like?  

¶ What size and shape are they?   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why was this place like this?  
¶ Why was the settlement sited here?  

¶ How does it use the physical features of the site 
such as streams or rivers, the topography?   

¶ Are the streets laid out in a planned way or have 
they just developed?  Are there any zones for 
particular trades and industries?  

 

 

 

 

How has this place changed and why?  
¶ How has it grown? 

¶ Did it happen in a certain direction? Is there 
evidence why it has grown in this way?  

¶ Look for signs of new transport methods (canal 
and railway) and industry developing  

¶ Have earlier settlement patterns influenced later 
ones? If so why? Or why not?  

¶ Did the type of trade change over time?  

¶ Did areas for administration of the settlement 
remain fixed or did they move to another part of 
the settlement?  

¶ How did the area around the settlement change 
overtime?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would it have felt like to be in this place? 
¶ Think about what you would have seen or felt at 

a particular part of the settlement 

¶ Suggest what might have been happening at a 
particular location within the settlement, at a 
particular time of day or year? i.e. church bells 
ringing, people going to work or school, canal 
boats navigating the canal, delivering coal, trams 
running 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜƳŜ м Activity 3    

Investigating Old Maps  
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L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘΧΦ 
Map date  

Then  Now 
   

  

   

  

The greatest changes have ōŜŜƴΧ 

¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΧ 

¢ƘŜƳŜ м Activity 4    

Then and Now 
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Background for Teachers  
This lesson builds on the previous lesson Theme 1: Investigating Maps. In addition to the maps, Coventry Atlas 

includes photos, pictures and paintings, plans and original written documents such as census documents, letters, 

charters and other documents from Coventry Archives. New things are being added to the website all the time so be 

sure to check back to see what new things have been added. The hope is that pieces of information and research will 

also be sent to Coventry Digital ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ    

All the ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƳŀƪŜ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ !ǘƭŀǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƛƳŜ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. Similar to real detectives, conducting a criminal 

investigation, historians use different pieces of evidence to build up a picture of what the past was like.  There are 

sometimes gaps in the evidence and our knowledge and so historians have ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ΨƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

guess work.  This is how different interpretations of the past can exist. Anyone can make an interpretation of the 

past as long as they can back it up with the evidence.   

Learning Objectives:  
¶ Develop appropriate use of historical terms  

¶ Identify connections, contrasts and trends over time  

¶ Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources  

¶ KS3 and KS4: Understand that different versions of the past may exist  
 
You could choose to focus on a particular time periods such as: 

¶ the impact that developments during the industrial revolution had on Coventry or  

¶ the impact of WW2 and the Blitz on Coventry  

Suggested Activities:  
There is a powerpoint presentation: Time Detectives that has been put together to accompany these activities 

https://www.coventryatlas.org/learning   

Using Historical Sources: 

Discuss as a class or in table groups what different ways there are for 

finding out about the past.  

1. Pictorial Evidence: maps and architects plans, photographs, 

pictures, 

2. Written evidence: place names, books, charters, letters, diaries, 

internet, oral histories, census records, school log books, account 

books, sales catalogues, wills and inventories    

3. Physical evidence: old buildings and ruins, archaeological sites, 

artefacts, museums, memorials  

Pictorial Evidence: 
1. Looking Closer at Maps  

¶ Go to Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǇΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ΨƻǾŜǊƭŀȅǎΩ ǘŀō ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΦ  

¶ Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of 

maps.  

¶ If possible, find a large scale map of the area around your school or your chosen area and click ΩƻǾŜǊƭŀȅΩΦ 

¢ƘŜƳŜ нΥ  ¢ƛƳŜ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

https://www.coventryatlas.org/
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¶ Choose a particular building in your locality i.e. your school, an old house or a building from the 

powerpoint Time Detectives presentation such as Bird Grove, Rose Hill or house on Gosford Street. 

¶ Click the green left-ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ .ȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ΨSŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŀǘ 

the top toolbar and de-selecting records and collections and ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘΩ, all the tags will 

disappear so the map can be seen more clearly.  

¶ Old maps can be layered over the modern map to see how a building or house and its environment has 

changed over a period of time.  

¶ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊƭŀȅ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǇ 

below the modern map.  

¶ For help with the maps and overlays go to https://www.coventryatlas.org/map/help 

¶ Use or adapt Activity 1 Resource Sheet Looking Closer at Maps and focus on a particular buildingΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

location and orientation, size, number of buildings (including outbuildings), proximity to other nearby 

buildings or spaces.  

¶ Choose a different building or house, ideally one that can be contrasted easily, maybe in a different area 

of the city. 

¶  In the powerpoint Time Detectives presentation there is a comparison between several buildings: Bird 

Grove (the former home of George Eliot, and a small, terraced house in Gosford Street).  

2. Now and Then Pictures 

¶ Look on Coventry Atlas to find some images/ photographs of the area you are studying or look for a key 

site in Coventry city centre.  

¶ Use or adapt Activity 2 Resource Sheet and compare the old photo with a modern one. You could use 

google earth stǊŜŜǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ 

and now?  Think about buildings, shops, transport, roads, street furniture, people: what they are 

wearing, what they are doing? Would a time traveller recognise it now? 

3. One moment in time  

¶ Use either the same photograph as the previous activity, choose a new one from Coventry Atlas or use 

the example of Activity 3 Resource Sheet.  

¶ Imagine you are one of the people in the picture or you are standing separately in the picture: What can 

you see? smell? hear? feel? And how are you feeling? 

¶ Use your place knowledge and understanding of the wider locality and what might be just out of sight of 

the photographer e.g. maybe you could hear the sounds coming from the roads, market, railway or 

factory, the smells coming from the butchers or bakers shops or the dirt on the road, feel the wind 

blowing on your face or the heat of the midday sun.  

4. Timeline 

¶ Using Activity 4 Resource Sheets Timeline with images from Broadgate discuss what could be happening 

in the pictures of different dates.   

¶ Cut out the images and order them from oldest to newest/ most recent. The dates of the pictures are 

approximately:   

Top Left - 1907 Godiva Procession 

Top Right ς Recent 2019 

Middle Left - 1970s. 
Middle Right - early 1900s 
Bottom Left ς 1700s 
Bottom Right - early 1950s 

¶ This sheet could be adapted so you use images that are in your more immediate vicinity.  

¶ Additional photographs can be found at: 

https://www.historiccoventry.co.uk/nowandthen/nowandthen.php 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/  

https://www.historiccoventry.co.uk/nowandthen/nowandthen.php
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/
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Additional pictures and paintings: http:/ /www.coventrycollections.org/about_coventry_collections.aspx  

 

Written Evidence: 
5. Looking at primary written sources  

¶ Coventry Archive has a number of significant documentary sources relating to the city council, including: 

Á Royal letters from Richard III, HŜƴǊȅ ±LL ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ LΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

Á The first Leet Book (1420-1555) covering trade, sanitation, taxes, 

accounts, dealings with central government and speeches made 

by actors when the medieval royal family visited ς coming soon 

to Coventry Atlas. 

Á Corporation charters including one from 1345 which was 

granted by Edward III to allow the town to hold its own town 

council. 

¶ Search for a written source on Coventry Atlas or the National Archives 

Site https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

¶ What does the source tell us about life in Coventry?  

¶ Use the 5Ws as headings to help you evaluate it.  

¶ What is it? Where and how was it used? Who wrote it? When was it written? Why is it useful or not 

useful as a historical source?   

6. Through the keyhole - use the Investigating a Census Resource Sheet for some tips on accessing a census 

¶ Use a census from Coventry Atlas ōȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ΨŎŜƴǎǳǎΩ or one that you have found yourself 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 

¶ There are census records of varying dates (between 1851 and 1901) for: Gosford Street, Spon street, 

Primrose Hill, Weston Street, Bird Grove, Foleshill Road, Rosehill, St Nicholas Street 

¶ Some of the census sheets are in the accompanying powerpoint Time Detectives presentation.  

¶ Discuss what information we could find out from the census. 

¶ Are the houses still there today? If not, why not?  Find the oldest person on the page or the youngest. 
What do the children do? Explain what a scholar means (a child who goes to school) How old are they 
when they go to work?  What are the different occupations?   

7. Data Collection 
¶ See accompanying powerpoint Time Detectives presentation 

¶ Make a tally chart and record the data you collect.  

¶ The results could be presented in charts and graphs.  

¶ Similar data could be collected for pupils and their parents today ς where were they born and what job 
they do. How does it compare with past migration? ς see Theme 4: People of Coventry 

8. Occupations and Migration   

¶ Census pages are often full of marks and dashes ς where clerks have compiled information to report to 
government.  

¶ You can record the data in a similar way with questions like: how many children are there in a family? 
How many people are over 60 years old? How many people are living in a different place to where they 
are born?  

¶ This may lead to questions about why people were moving to Coventry?   

¶ What are the challenges of using this source? Handwriting, the clerksΩ tick off the information they have 
gathered ς ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

9. Storyboard or Diary Entry  

¶ Looking at the census returns can stimulate questions about lifestyles.  

¶ What would a typical day look like for one of the individuals? What were relationships like within 

households or neighbourhoods ς did they get on with their neighbours? What would the rich child have 

thought if they visited the poorer childΩs house? 

http://www.coventrycollections.org/about_coventry_collections.aspx
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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¶ Draw a storyboard, diary entry or a story from the perspective of a person that is named on the census. 

¶ Reference can be made to other members of the family, servants and neighbours and different 

relationships with each.  

¶ Imagine some of the regular routes people took to work, school, church and the shops, how did they 

travel and what did they see?  

¶ Include descriptions of the house and surrounding area from your research gathered from other sources.  

 

Physical Evidence 
10. Using the built environment ς link to a possible visit with Historic Coventry Trust 

¶ For a building study you could either choose a building you visit as part of an organised visit i.e. The 

/ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ /ƛǘȅ DŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ  

your school. 

¶ Get out and about in your local ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΗ vǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

spaces ignoring the detail on the buildings around us.  Many buildings have modern frontages but 

behind and above you can see clues of what the buildings were like in the past.  

¶ On your visit take pictures or sketch your favourite buildings. Think about the changes that have 

happened to the buildings and the street. For example new windows, doors, a garage, metalled road 

surface, street lights and cars.  

11. Silhouette Streetscape  

¶ When you are back at school you could create a classroom city silhouette. You will need to draw the 

silhouette of one building that you were most interested in. Draw the silhouette as large as possible 

onto black paper and cut it out. Once they are cut out all the class silhouettes can be put together on a 

wall display. 

12. Using Artefacts  

¶ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ and see what artefacts 

can tell us about the past  https://www.coventry.gov.uk/directory/18/museums_and_galleries 
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MAP:                                                                   BUILDING: 

Location and layout 
¶ How close to the City was it?  

¶ Which way does it face?  

¶ Why?  

¶ Is it top of a hill or near the river? 

¶ What transport is nearby? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Size 
¶ How does this compare to other 

buildings? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of buildings 
¶ Are there smaller buildings 

nearby ς what were these used 
for?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is nearby?  
¶ Roads, green spaces, places of 

work/ worship, schools, post 
office, public house (pub), post 
office  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme 2 Activity 1    

Looking Closer at Maps 
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What are the differences between then and now?  

Think about buildings, shops, transport, roads, street furniture, people: what are they wearing, what are 

they doing?  

 

 

 

   

Then Now 

  

  

  

  

  

What is the same?  What is different?  

  

  

  

  

  

¢ƘŜƳŜ н Activity 2     

Then and Now 


